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were not counted in the total unless these votes
had constituted the actual majority in the commune
itself. In Rural-Basle the law could only be rejected
by two-thirds of the total number of active citizens.

In 1839 the Valais revised its constitution and
substituted a new institution for the referendum of
1815, which might be called the "compulsory veto."

" All laws, military capitulations, financial decrees, or acts of
naturalisation resolved on by the Great Council cannot be en-
forced until thirty days after their publication. Within this
interval the majority of the citizens of the Yalais may reject any
such law if they think fit. For this purpose the president of
the commune is required to convoke the primary assembly on
the third Sunday after the publication of a law. He will make
a report of the voting and forward the same to the president of
the Dixain"

As in the cantons with the veto, no law could be
rejected save by an absolute majority of the regis-
tered electors. But in the Valais the meeting of the
communal assemblies was made compulsory by the
constitution; while in St. Gall, Lucerne, and Rural-
Basle these assemblies were only held upon the ex-
press demand of a certain number of electors. There
was a fresh revision in Valais in 1844, when all trace
of the veto disappeared, and the compulsory refer-
endum appears in its place.

" All laws, military capitulations, financial decrees, and acts of
naturalisation shall be referred to the primary assemblies, and
shall not come into force until they have been adopted by a
majority of the citizens who have taken part in the voting."

If we compare the texts of the two laws, it is easy
to grasp the difference between the veto and the
referendum. The veto is in reality the right of the
body of electors to reject within a given time a law